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W e are not what we ride. 

   That statement does sound 

dumb, but hang with me for a 

bit. Behind the wording lies a 

basic truth regarding identity, 

who we perceive ourselves to 

be as motorcyclists.  

   When Maureen and I attended 

our first BMW rally in June of 

„83, we were delighted to find a 

community of people enjoying 

motorcycling. Although nearly 

everyone at the rally was riding 

BMWs, they were not focused 

entirely on BMWs. 

   Conversations touched on all 

aspects of riding, travel, and 

life experiences, most of which 

really had little to do with 

BMWs.  

   I quickly latched onto Blue-

grass Beemers, a group that in 

1984 for the most part rode 

BMWs, but beyond that com-

mon base were personalities, 

people who were focused on, 

again, more than BMWs.  

   So it was not a reach in the 

early years of the club for the 

group in one of the rare busi-

ness meetings to enter into a 

discussion regarding who 

should be allowed to be a mem-

ber of Bluegrass Beemers.  

   Must one ride a BMW? If one 

were to ride some motorcycle 

not built by BMW, should that 

person be an Associate Mem-

ber? 

   I don‟t recall any heated con-

versation, although some strong 

views were expressed to the 

effect that a BMW club should 

exist solely for BMW riders.  

   The counter view, of course, 

was that anyone who enjoys 

motorcycling and is willing to 

attend a 7 am breakfast should 

be welcome at the table with 

full benefits, whatever those 

are. 

   We eventually settled on the 

latter view, that BMW motor-

cycles would remain the core 

marque of the group, but that 

more importantly, the riders, 

regardless of their brand of 

motorcycle, would remain the 

core interest.   

   And here we are, 26 years 

later, still a BMW-based club, 

but one that welcomes anyone 

who enjoys motorcycling, re-

gardless of what brand of mo-

torcycle one rides.  

   This bend may not be univer-

sal to BMW-based clubs; I 

don‟t know, having spent the 

past 26 years among Bluegrass 

Beemers.  

   What I have found through 

the years, however, is that 

many motorcyclists who have 

little experience among those 

who ride BMW motorcycles 

tend to harbor perceptions of 

BMW riders based on stereo-

types. 

   I hear jokes about BMW rid-

ers to the effect that we are 

snobs, condescending to those 

who do not ride BMW motor-

cycles. I always feel compelled 

to say to one of these people 

that the BMW riders I know 

don‟t put down those who do 

not ride BMWs, simply because 

in my experience BMW riders 

for the most part also ride other 

brands of motorcycles; they 

simply enjoy motorcycles. 

   Okay, I have been guilty of 

talking about the lifestyle riders 

who don‟t wear safety gear and 

believe that loud pipes save 

lives. But I also know that 

stereotypes do not hold up 

among any group.  

    Stereotypes are simply broad 

sweeps supported by narrow 

perceptions.  

   One Bluegrass Beemers 

member has told me that his 

Harley-Davidson Road King is 

the most comfortable long-

distance bike he has owned. 

Another club member has told 

me his BMW RT is a more 

comfortable long-distance bike 

than his Road King. Both of 

these guys are veteran riders, 

neither one fitting a stereotype, 

beyond the fact that they do not 

fit a stereotype. (That did make 

sense, didn‟t it?) 

   I‟m sure someone seeing one 

of these Bluegrass Beemers 

members out on the road on the 

Road King will say something 

about Harley riders, lumping 

our guys into a stereotype.  

   We may tend to do the same 

to a BMW rider seen on the 

road, when in fact that rider 

also will not fit a stereotype. He 

may not be cool at all the way 

we are. 

   All of this drivel from one 

who is breaking in a new Ya-

maha to ride to the BMW Na-

tional Rally in Redmond, Ore-

gon. 

   What I think I can count on is 

the stereotype that I hold: I will 

be welcomed at the BMWMOA 

National Rally even though I 

will be riding a Yamaha.  

   I know this stereotype will 

prove not to be true, but most 

people at the rally likely won‟t 

care what I‟m riding, and I like 

this stereotype, so I‟m sticking 

with it.   

   We are, after all, not what we 

ride. We are, simply, enthusi-

asts who enjoy what we ride.  

 

—Paul Elwyn 
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Join us at Frisch’s on Harrodsburg Rd.  

on any Saturday, 7-9:30 a.m. 

We are not what we ride   

I know that sounds dumb, but hang with me for a bit. 



Bluegrass Beemers Apex . June 2010 . Page  5 

I n South Africa, many 

of the roads are    

constructed with a wide 

“shoulder,” demarcated 

by a yellow line, equal-

ing about half a lane.   
   When one comes up behind a 

driver who is going slower, that 

driver automatically pulls over 

into that half lane, leaving 

space for the following vehicle 

to pass.   

   If there is a vehicle coming in 

the opposite lane, they too pull 

over to the half lane, leaving 

the space of one lane in the 

middle so a pass can be accom-

plished.   

   Even where the extra lane 

isn't part of the road, drivers  in 

both directions still give as 

much as they can to let the 

faster vehicle pass.   

   I asked if it was a law in SA 

that required people to do that, 

and this inquiry was met with 

some puzzlement.  Why would 

there need to be a law?  It's just 

common courtesy !  

  

I've found this sort of road 

planning, this consideration for 

others using the road, every-

where else  but here.  

   America is a wonderful place, 

in most respects, but I've  been 

around a fair bit of this country 

and others, and I think I can say 

with some authority that 

American drivers, most of them 

anyway, are the most selfish, 

least accommodating of any 

I've seen. 

   Only here in this country, the 

Land of the Free, does a person 

get behind the wheel and imme-

diately assume that he or she is 

the only person on, and entitled 

to use, the road.   

   Only here in the US of A will 

a line of cars and bikes be 

forced to queue up, sometimes 

for miles, behind the one per-

son that day who decides to set 

the ambient speed at 50% of the 

posted limit.   

   We know that American driv-

ers don't like anyone to be in 

front of their vehicle, because 

they will use all three lanes of 

an interstate, driving side by 

side at the same speed, just so 

they don't have to look at the 

back end of someone else's 

car....so why would they think 

that we want to look at theirs?  

  

I don't know why in America, 

where we have more open 

space than almost anyone else,  

are we the only ones who so 

jealously guard this little bit of 

blacktop we temporarily oc-

cupy and trample on the indi-

vidual rights of anyone else to 

travel at their own chosen speed 

rather than ours.   

   If natural selection applied to 

automobiles, the rear view mir-

ror would have faded into a 

vestigial organ, like an appen-

dix, for lack of any apparent 

practical use.   

  

OK, I've had my rant now.  You 

may return to your regular pro-

gramming.  

 

 

Common  
Courtesy 

   Only here  

in this country, 

the Land  

of the Free, 

does a person 

get behind the 

wheel and  

immediately  

assume that he 

or she is the 

only person on, 

and entitled to 

use, the road.   

 

By John Rice 
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By Paul Elwyn 

 

BMW Motorcycles of 

Louisville may not 

yet look like a BMW 

dealership on the 

outside, but looks are 

deceiving.  
   Immediately inside the front 

door I saw prominently dis-

played two S1000RR BMWs, 

one in a subdued gray, the other 

in BMW Motorsports livery.  

   Farther to the right of the 

reception desk and still outside 

of the BMW section of the 

showroom, at least ten more 

BMWs were displayed.  

    A portion of the large show-

room is freshly decorated with 

BMW specified carpeting, 

paint, signage, lighting, and 

displays to complement another 

25 or so BMW motorcycles. 

This space stands out, even 

surrounded by many times 

more Harley-Davidsons.  

   In the air-conditioned BMW 

service area you will see famil-

iar faces. BMW certified tech-

nicians from the old location, 

Dean Beatty, Billy Whittle, and 

Dwayne Mulkey, are on duty, 

and they are happy with their 

new digs. 

   “This is a really good setup,” 

said Dean. “The work area is 

air-conditioned, and we have all 

the support we need.” 

   Dean was replacing a diode 

board on an R100/7 from out of 

town, the rider on tour. 

   Two 30th Anniversary 

R1200GS bikes sat in an adja-

cent service area awaiting 

preparation for the sales floor. 

   Operations Director Brett 

Moxley quickly underscores his 

feeling regarding BMW on the 

same floor with Harley-

It looks like a Harley-Davidson dealership on the outside, but inside you will find 
over 35 BMW motorcycles, apparel and accessories on display, and three familiar 
BMW certified technicians working on BMWs.  
   Difficulty with the City of Louisville sign ordinance has postponed mounting of 
BMW signage. The dealership resides at 1700 Arthur Street, accessible from I-65 
Exit 134 from the North and from Exit 133B Warnock from the South. Turn left at 
the bottom of the ramp when approaching from the South.  

The new 
BMW  

Motorcycles 
of Louisville   
Familiar faces 
and much to see 

Free service 

pickup with an  

enclosed       

transporter up     

to 75 miles from 

the dealership is 

available to any-

one, regardless of 

whether or not a 

motorcycle is in 

warranty. 

Dean Beatty replaces a diode board on an R100/7. 
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Davidson. 

   “We are very excited to have 

BMW on the floor with Harley-

Davidson. We are one of seven 

or eight dealerships in the U.S. 

to do this.” 

   Brett also is adamant regard-

ing resolution of the sign ordi-

nance issue with the City of 

Louisville and hopes to soon 

mount the BMW-approved 

signage that will change the 

face of the facility. Brett in-

tends to add lighting to the 

signs for maximum recognition 

from I-65.  

    The dealership resides at 

1700 Arthur Street, accessible 

from I-65 Exit 134 from the 

North and from Exit 133B War-

nock from the South. Turn left 

at the bottom of the ramp when 

approaching from the South.   

   Jay Culbertson, Vice Presi-

dent of Motorsports for the 

Martin Group, oversees three 

motorcycle dealerships, Bowl-

ing Green Harley-Davidson, 

Martin Motorsports in Dayton, 

Ohio, and Harley-Davidson/

BMW Motorcycles of Louis-

ville. The Martin Group also 

owns 15 auto dealerships.  

   Brett notes that the Martin 

Group can buy tires and motor-

cycle accessories in volume to 

offer Internet competitive 

prices to customers.  

   Both Jay and Brett are avid 

riders and intend to visit Blue-

grass Beemers at a Saturday 

breakfast sometime later in the 

summer.  

BMW Motorcycles of Louisville Operations Director Brett Moxley honed his riding 
skills on sport bikes.  Brett invites riders to test ride any model, any time. 

The view to the right of the reception desk, a fraction of the entire showroom 
Continued on Page 10 

The new 
BMW  

Motorcycles 
of Louisville   
Familiar faces 
and much to see 



Bluegrass Beemers Apex . June 2010 . Page 8 

Billy Whittle, BMW certified technician 

The showroom is large. Imagine that what you were 
accustomed to seeing at the old BMW store now 
represents maybe one–fourth of the new showroom.  

The new 
BMW  

Motorcycles 
of Louisville   
Familiar faces 
and much to see 
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Yvonne Singer answers the telephone and greets    
visitors to the dealership. Contact BMW Motorcycles of 
Louisville at  502-634-1340, toll free at 888-766-0678 or 
visit http://www.bmwlouisville.com.  The dealership is 
open for service and sales seven days a week. 

The new 
BMW  

Motorcycles 
of Louisville   
Familiar faces 
and much to see 



   Jeff Cooke continues with the 

business to assist Brett with the 

transition. 

    An industry veteran, Brett 

concedes that doing business 

with BMW poses new chal-

lenges regarding product avail-

ability.  

   BMW adjusts product distri-

bution based on potential mar-

ket profitability. With the cur-

rent weak U.S. currency, BMW 

stands to make more money on 

motorcycle sales in markets 

outside the U.S., so availability 

of R1200RT and R1200GS 

models, particularly, will be 

limited this summer in the U.S. 

   Brett advises anyone consid-

ering an RT or GS to take ad-

vantage of current inventory, 

now, because these models will 

be in limited supply later in the 

summer. 

   Product availability aside, 

Brett is confident in the dealer-

ship‟s position to meet the ex-

pectations of BMW current and 

prospective owners. 

   BMW Motorcycles of Louis-

ville now is open seven days a 

week, both for service and 

sales.  

    The facility is much larger 

than the former BMW store.     

   The staff rides what they sell, 

a matter Brett encourages so 

that employees understand the 

needs of customers.  

   Brett also points out that al-

though the dealership does not 

usually host events, it does en-

courage rides and the staff takes 

pride in being a dealership that 

caters to riders. 

   So, ride over to BMW Motor-

cycles of Louisville and intro-

duce yourself, if you have not 

done so, already. Brett, Jeff and 

staff will be happy to see you. 
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The new 
BMW  

Motorcycles 
of Louisville   
Familiar faces 
and much to see 

One of two 30th Anniversary GS motorcycles waiting 
to be prepped. 

Jeff Cooke assists with transition. 
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B luegrass Beemers raised 

$308 for God‟s Pantry in 

the second Boone Memorial 

Ride held May 8th. 

   Honoring the memory of 

Boone Sutherland, who died in 

December of 2008, Randolph 

Scott organized the 157-mile 

ride to visit Boone‟s grave.  

   The ride concluded at The 

Kickstand, owned by Bluegrass 

Beemers President Raymond 

Montgomery, in Burgin.  

   Riders enjoyed lunch at the 

restaurant across the street from 

the Kickstand. 

Boone Sutherland until his 

death in 2008 recorded the life 

of Bluegrass Beemers in a se-

ries of spiral-bound logbooks 

featuring poetry, art and notes 

regarding riders and attendance.  

   Dave McCord continues to-

day to record club activity in 

the current Log.  

   And we honor what the Log 

represents.  

Boone Memorial Ride raises 
$308 for God’s Pantry 
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Graveside last year 
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Boone Sutherland 
April 15, 1940—December 9, 2008 
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B 
luegrass Beemers 

President Raymond 

Montgomery and his 

wife, Lynn, always provide 

warm welcomes, and the Kick-

stand van that Ray and Lynn 

take to rallies was a popular 

feature at Burkesville again this 

year.   

   The trip home from the rally 

for them, unfortunately, ended 

with a tow. 

   I always feel compelled to 

take a photo of the van with 

Ray or both Ray and Lynn, 

because I‟m always impressed 

by what a terrific job they did 

in converting the truck into a 

rolling Kickstand loaded with 

goodies for rally attendees.  

   Those who have visited the 

truck or The Kickstand in Bur-

gin, know what I mean when I 

say that Ray and Lynn do eve-

rything well.  

   How many times have they 

hosted an event and provided 

door prizes or food, providing 

us with a cool place to assem-

ble? How many times have they 

spent a weekend working out of 

this truck when we were play-

ing? 

   Ray and Lynn are the kind of 

people we would like all ven-

dors to be, and we are lucky to 

have them among us.     

   Unfortunately, the Kickstand 

truck didn‟t make it all the way 

home from the Burkesville rally 

on its own power. The engine 

knock prior to shutdown didn‟t 

sound as though it would be an 

easy fix.  

   The towing fee, alone, from 

Hustonville to Danville, con-

sumed the weekend‟s business 

revenue, according to Lynn.     

   Bluegrass Beemers made a 

small contribution to the Kick-

stand van recovery, or to opera-

tions as Ray and Lynn see fit, 

as a token of appreciation re-

garding these good people and 

their small business designed 

for us.   
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Burkesville 2010, the good and the not so good 

Kickstand goodies truck suffers a setback 
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Burkesville 2010 



K 
ermit Easterling, 

known widely for his 

motorcycle touring 

and camping gear, posed briefly 

with Linda, who sews the bags 

being sold at Burkesville.  

   Kermit has become a legend 

among BMW riders because of 

his high-quality gear, a truth 

first raised for me when I met 

Kermit at a rally years ago.  

   I was drawn, first, to his 1978 

R100RS, a beautiful example of 

a highly-refined Airhead, blue-

printed and balanced for 

smoothness, sporting Nigasil 

cylinders, frame and swingarm 

bracing, dual plugging and 

many other practical upgrades 

common among riders who 

relied on Airheads for serious 

sport-touring duty.  

   The RS impressed me so 

much that I bought a chair from 

Kermit, possibly the best device 

ever conceived for motorcycle 

camping, which I use to this 

day. 

   Kermit sold the RS with over 

170,000 miles on the odometer. 

Today he and Linda each travel 

on an upgraded R100RT.  

   When I confided that I had 

decided not to ride my „79 

R100 to Oregon this summer 

because of the work I had in-

vested in its rebuild, Kermit 

admonished me, saying the 

Airhead is designed to be rid-

den.  

   Truth from one who has rid-

den BMW motorcycles since 

1970.  

   Kermit can be reached at 

kcp.east@gmail.com.  
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Kermit at Burkesville 2010 
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Burkesville 2010 

Burkesville always features a 
number of workhorse Airheads.  
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By Joe Bark  
(R1200GSA) 

  

Once a year the Bavorak Riders 

of Evansville/Haubstadt Indi-

ana enjoy a ride sponsored and 

organized by Vladimir Roznos, 

a loyal and long-time member 

of the BMW club cited above.   

   He works hard at planning 

exciting routes for us who take 

this trip, and because of the 

variable weather we encounter 

from time to time, the ride is 

dubbed “The Heaven and Hell 

Ride!”  We refer to it as the 

“H&H” ride for short.   

   Last year about eight riders, 

including myself, rode through 

the Southeast for four days, and 

this year, while there were only 

four of us on four bikes, we had 

a fascinating time scouring 

Western Kentucky, Tennessee, 

North Carolina, and Virginia 

for curves and a wealth of inter-

esting sites.  

   If any of you are interested in 

taking this ride with us next 

year, please email me and we‟ll 

put you on the list to receive 

info in the spring of 2011! 

The Heaven & Hell Ride 

This shows how precautions save one’s hide some-
times, quite literally.  We got these silly sombreros for 
an aborted ride to Alaska, and found them invaluable 
for the parts of the ride which were on the BRP (Blue 
Ridge Parkway).  THEY WORKED!!!  And they will actu-
ally fit OVER a helmet!! 

Here I’m trying to use centripetal force to sling the 
water off my rain cover after a night’s rain.  Someone 
in my office said I look like a little kid whose balloon 
had just burst! 
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Saturday at Frisch’s 
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Saturday at Frisch’s 
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Saturday at Frisch’s 



 

 








